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2019 National Population and Housing Census https://statistics.gov.sb/provisional-count-2019-national-population-and-housing-census/ Updated 27/4/2023

Solomon Islands population by 

province and urban/rural location, 2019 census
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Australian population by 
state/ territory and urban/ remote, 2021 census
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Alice Springs – remote Australia

Administrative centre, Central Australia

Auki – urban Solomon Islands
Adminstrative centre, Malaita Province



Annual health expenditure per person by source, 
Solomon Islands and Australia, $AUD, 2022

Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation https://vizhub.healthdata.org/fgh/
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Solomon Islands Health Facility Structure
National 
Referral 
Hospital

7 Provincial 
hospitals

29 Area Health centres

126 Rural health centres

4 Church 
hospitals

161 Community health centres
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Universal Health Coverage, Solomon Islands, 2019

Lancet 2020; 396: 1250–84: Measuring Universal Health Coverage
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Universal Health Coverage, Australia, 2019

Lancet 2020; 396: 1250–84: Measuring Universal Health Coverage
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Solomon Islands:
Causes of Death, 
2023
Total 7000 deaths
• Total NCDs 71.3%

• Total cancer 11.7%
• Total CVD 37%

• Injuries 6.5%
• Maternal 1.3%
• Neonatal 0.6%
• Total communicable 16.0%

Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation https://ghdx.healthdata.org/
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Australia: 
Causes of 
death, 2023
Total 182,000 deaths
• Total NCDs 90.3%

• Total cancer 31.6%
• Total CVD 25.5%

• Injuries 6.5%
• Maternal, neonatal, 

nutritional,  
communicable 3.2%

Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation 
https://ghdx.healthdata.org/
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Life expectancy at birth, Australia and 
Solomon Islands, 1960 to 2023
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Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation https://vizhub.healthdata.org/gbd-results/



Doctors per 100,000 population in Solomon Islands
by province
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https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/indicators 
Solomon Islands Ministry of Health, Provincial Health Profiles
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Doctors per 100,000 population in Australia
 by remoteness



Atoifi Adventist 
Hospital 



Helena Goldie 
Hospital



Tulagi Hospital



Buala Hospital



Findings at provincial hospitals
• Trust <> Creativity <> Ingenuity
• Nurse leadership, heavy use of antibiotics 
• Diligent documentation
• Under-utilized, less than half beds full
• Long admissions – 2 months not uncommon
• Transfers to NRH: Diabetic foot infections, trauma 

(fractures, eye injuries), abdominal emergencies, RHD.



Australian international development aid

https://aidtracker.devpolicy.org/trends/

Agreed target 0.7%



• Australian aid budget 



Conclusion

• Solomon Islands 75% rural population.
• Health status static since independence in 1978.
• Aspiration to universal health coverage.
• Non-communicable diseases main causes of death: ischaemic heart disease, 

stroke, diabetes, chronic lung disease, cancers. Malaria and TB persist.
• Maldistribution of doctors, 79.7% in National Referral Hospital.
• Provincial hospitals need attention.
• Australian Volunteer program opportunity.
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