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Leprosy

e Chronic infectious disease
» Mycobacterium Leprae

 Affects skin, nerves, upper
respiratory tract and eyes

* Physical deformity
 Treatable and curable
* WHO neglected tropical disease

WLD 2025 campaign materials - Google Drive



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1jD1rkv6Hl6k9AarBoiH3lX-s5dCzGpIZ
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Split skin smears




BCG Vaccine

 Protects against Tuberculosis
* Leprosy
» X1 birth dose
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Normal: approximately
12 weeks (3 months)




History of Leprosy
management

* QLD Leprosy act of 1892

 Friday Island
« 1892-1907

* Peel Island
 1907-1959

« Segregation, poor living
conditions

 No cure until the 1940’s
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Notification received
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Initial face to face visit

Met with clinic staff

Met with family

Discussed what we needed to achieve from
a disease response perspective

Listened to their prior experiences, fears
and concerns

Discussed the disease, the misconceptions,
stigma
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Meeting With the
Experts

* Health centre manager

* Operations Manager PHCC's

* Cluster Coordinator

* Norther Director PHCC Leadership
 Public Health Operational Director
* Infectious disease Physician



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1jD1rkv6Hl6k9AarBoiH3lX-s5dCzGpIZ
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1jD1rkv6Hl6k9AarBoiH3lX-s5dCzGpIZ
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1jD1rkv6Hl6k9AarBoiH3lX-s5dCzGpIZ

Meeting with the experts

Education provided to N
Councillors - .
Emphasised Leprosy is '
treatable, curable i '

Discussed proposed plan | =5
and requested feedback
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Developing resources  [igiisen’s Disease?
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HANSEN'S DISEASE IS CURABLE

Numbness and or
sores on the
bottom of your

FmSE Around 200 000 new cases of Hansgn’s Disease are reported
by more than 120 countries worldwide. Hansen's Disease can be cured with antibiotics given over 6-12 months.

Red or purple lumps

- " : feet
. ) o HANSEN'S DISEASE IS PREVENTABLE L' ] 4
Sk Ha_nsens Disease is one of the least contagious diseases. o/ |
AL Itis spread through long term close contact with an i single dose of antibiotics [rifampicin] prevents Hansen's Disease
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lead to transmission. Weakness in muscles Changing vision

Nlo blame, no shame, Hansen's Disease is curable!
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Community event

» Barbeque and yarning session |

* Healthy meats and salads

* Topics included
* Hansens Disease

 Immunisation- Flu and Polio
vaccines offered

 Tuberculosis
 Cross border
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The screening

* Occurred in September 2025
* Follow up visit Nov 2025

» 10 contacts screened

« X 3 split skin smears taken

» All samples returned a negative
result



https://health.nt.gov.au/media/pdf/phu/leprosy-management-nth-guideline.pdf
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Outcomes

« Screening well received
* 10 out of 14 contacts screened

* No negative impacts for the
family

* Knowledge about Leprosy
improved in community

Leprosy contacts

OScreened ONot screened



Learnings

* Disease guidelines inform our clinical
response

« Communities and leaders guide
culturally safe practice

« Families offer personal insight
* Listening leads to shared outcomes
* Risk extends beyond disease

« Each community needs an
iIndividualised response
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